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United States Submarine Veterans, Inc.     Western Lake Superior Submarine Base   

    OUR CREED 

"To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their 
lives in the pursuit of their duties while serving their country. 

That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be a 
constant source of motivation toward greater 

accomplishments. To pledge loyalty and patriotism               
to the United States of America and its Constitution." 

  

  

 

REMINDERS 
 

VOTE  
USSVI  

Elections! 
 

July 
 meeting at 
the Sand 

Point  
Club House 

 
Monday July 

19th 

at 18:00 
 

Special Guest: 
David Farran 

 
USSVI 

Central Region 
District 3 

Commander 

Summer 

2010 

 

O beautiful for 
spacious skies, 
For amber waves of 
grain, 
For purple mountain 
majesties 
Above the fruited 
plain! 
 
America! America! 
God shed His grace 
on thee, 
And crown thy good 
with brotherhood 
From sea to shining 
sea! 

 

 

O beautiful for pilgrim feet 
Whose stern impassion'd stress 
A thoroughfare for freedom beat 
Across the wilderness. 
 
America! America! 
God mend thine ev'ry flaw, 
Confirm thy soul in self-control, 
Thy liberty in law. 

O beautiful for heroes proved 
In liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country 
loved, 
And mercy more than life. 
 
America! America! 
May God thy gold refine 
Till all success be nobleness, 
And every gain divine. 

 

O beautiful for patriot dream                                                                              
That sees beyond the years  
Thine alabaster cities gleam        
Undimmed by human tears. 

 



  

 

  

 
 
                                                                                                                                                                         
                                                                        
 
 
   

          
 

                                                              
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
                
                 
 
 
 

                                                                           
        
 
 
                                         
 
 
 
                                                                                                              
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
    

  
“The earliest  
qualification   
date in WLSSB  
is 1947?”    see the   

editor if you qualified    
before this …     
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HOLLAND CLUB NEWS   

 

 

WLSSB HOLLAND CLUB MEMBERS 
 

R onald J. Harri    1947  
Robert E.  Peterson   1949  
Robert Lilya    1950  
Gerald W. Jones    1952  
Robert Libby    1954  
Earl Crowley    1955  
Harlan Eggert    1955  
Don Messner    1955   
David Trowbridge   1956  
George McCausland   1958  

   Harley C. Johnson                    1959  
   Harold Webster 

Lance Reasor 
                    

 1955 
1960  

 
 

 
 

 

  , 

 

 

 

 
 

 
  

  
Lance Reasor  qualified in 1960 on 
the USS Sterlet (SS-392)   
 Lance was introduced at the May 
meeting  to all of us that had forgotten 
who he was and after showing his ID 
he was given his Holland Club 
certificate.  
 
Lance was also instrumental in 
getting our base started, serving as 
the first base commander ,bringing the 
USSVI  National Convention to Duluth 
in 2002, and presently serving as our 
base COB.   

Please check the USSVI website to make sure that your personal data, qual boat and qual year are 
correct.  If not let Al Pittsley know and he can update your data for you. 

Lance serving as “Chief 
Cook” at Silver Bay 
Veterans Home Picnic  

As members of the Western Lake Superior Base:  

     We Salute You ! 

Attention ALL members!  Do not neglect to VOTE for your USSVI   candidate of choice.  
There are also important issues to voice your opinion including an amendment concerning 
new Holland Club members.  Vote “on-line” or mail in ballot from Submariner  Magazine  



 
 
 

 
L-R, Carl Schmidt, David Farran, Wayne Standerfer, and 
Bob Kentner 
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The USSVI 

Scorpion Base 

hosted the Central Region 
Conference in Sioux Falls, SD  on 
June 25 th-27th   at the Sheraton. 

About 21 SubVets many with their 
spouse were in attendance.  Wayne 
Standerfer travelled the furthest having 
come from the Dallas Texas area 
where he serves as the Dallas Base 
Commander and the Central Region  
District 4 Commander.  Presently, he 
is also a candidate for the Central 
Region Director.   Carl Schmidt is the 
current Central Region Director but will 
be vacating the position as he is a 
candidate for National Commander.  
As you might imagine there were 
many reminders to vote for the USSVI 
officers and to go back to our own 
bases and remind everyone there to 
vote for the officers of their choice 
before the cutoff on 23 August 2010.  
Paper ballots will be in the Submariner 
magazine for those without internet 
access but certainly the desired 
method would be to go to the 
USSVI.org website and vote there.   

David Farran, the (Central Region 
District 3 Commander)  led the 
discussion focusing on our purpose as 
an organization and directing us to the 
Creed  as the primary reason for 
gathering together.  Not just to 
remember those who “gave their lives 
in the pursuit of their duties while 
serving their Country.”  But that we 
should be motivated by their sacrifices 
to be better citizens and accomplish 
things that honor the fallen and benefit 
the survivors.  Our common heritage 
as Submariners is our bond . 

Mike Neuroth “Captain Neutron” and Tim Madden  of 
the Scorpion Base provided some lite entertainment.  

 
Lorri and Bob Kentner:  Lorri leads the Subvettes 
for the Nebraska Base and Bob is the CRD3 Vice 
Commander 

 



 
 
 
 

Remembering Randy Rutowski… 
 

                

                  

 

 

 
Randy Rutowski (1941-2010)  

More Wildhurst Lodge & Campground News...   

• http://www.wildhurstlodge.com 

• You can now find us on Facebook  
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For those of you that were part of the early 
years of Western Lake Superior Submarine 
Base Randy Rutowski should elicit a vivid 
memory of a relatively quiet but strongly 
opinionated individual.  He was one of the 
original founding members of our base and 
the first membership secretary.  When the 
City of Duluth passed the “no smoking” 
ordinance for restaurants Randy took it 
personally and determined to boycott Duluth.  
He even refused to attend our meetings if 
they were in Duluth and couldn’t be talked out 
of it.  We did see Randy at our annual service 
day at the Silver Bay Veterans Home and so 
we will miss him this year!   

You may be wondering what is WILDHURST all about.  While trying to gather information on 
Randy I discovered this website with a tribute to him.   After emailing the owners I received a 
phone call from LeRoy Teschendorf.  He and his wife Colleen have been good friends with Randy 
for 20 years and have been very involved in caring for him through his health problems in recent 
years.  LeRoy has taken the responsibility to get Randy to the doctor and to the VA Hospital.  
LeRoy told me that Randy was extremely proud of his submarine service having qualified on the 
USS John Marshall (SSBN 611) in 1963.   Randy has a son that lives in Texas and has 2 
grandchildren.   
 

MEMORIAL SERVICE 
The Teschendorfs are planning a memorial service for Randy at the Wildhurst Lodge on August 
6th.   See their website for details or call them at 218-353-7337. 
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Our April 10th meeting was held at the Rustic Rock Chop House in Evelyth, MN. 
 
This turned out to be a great decision since it gave members that live too far 
from Duluth an opportunity to participate and connect with the rest of us.  For 
some this was their first meeting since joining years ago. 

 

Don & Jan Messner were able to 
join us after a long absence.  Don 
of course continues to be very 
active as a HAM radio operator 
and stays in touch with many 
veterans all over.  It was apparent 
that Don is still pursuing his study 
of submarine history and  was 
very passionate as he shared his 
findings on the U-Boats of WWII.    

William Lilya  joined us for the first 
time.  He lives just up the road in 
Virginia and is a neighbor to Walt & 
Alice Haglund.  William qualified on 
the USS Pickerel (SS-524) in 1950 

Betty and Ron Harri drove down from Ely to 
be with us.  As always they are keenly 
interested in other people and continue to be 
quite active in body and mind.   Ron qualified 
on the USS Cabezon (SS-334) in 1946 and 
has the distinct honor of being our only WWII 
veteran.   

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Western Lake Superior Base                  

We’re on the Web!   See us at: www.ussvi.org/base/wls.asp 

 

Bong Museum at::  http://www.bongheritagecenter.org 

Mpls/St.Paul Base at:   http://www.neuroth.net/mplspsub.html 

District Seven Home Page:  http://www.ussv-centralregion.org/District%207/index.html 

Wisconsin Maritime Museum at http://www.wisconsinmaritime.org   (home of the USS COBIA SS-245)  

 

 

 

Base Officers 
Base Commander:  Harlan Eggert 
218-722-0049 
1623 N. Stanford Ave 
Duluth, MN 55811-4620 
Email:  meheggert@aol.com 
 
Vice Commander:  Ray Brown 
218-724-6634 ??? 
9071 Resort Road, Site 6 
Hibbing, MN  55746-8005 
Email: rhkmbrown@live.com 
                    
Secretary:  Al Pittsley 
218-590-7162  

2206 John Ave. 
Superior, WI  54880 
Email: jakester2006@charter.net                                         
 
Treasurer:  Robert Libby 
218-525-5658 
5201 North Shore Drive 
Duluth, MN 55804-2942 
 
COB:  Lance Reasor 
Call:   218-723-1156 
Email: lgreasor@peoplepc.com 
 

Greenboard editor:  Mike H, 218-624-0251,  email: hatfield@duluthmn.com 

 

Storekeeper:  Walt Haglund  
218-749-5516 
29 Cuyuna Drive 
Virginia, MN 55792-3551 
Haglun_wa@msn.com 
 

In Remembrance 

John F. Young 
On Eternal Patrol 

April 3, 2003 
Ray Skelton  

On Eternal Patrol 
 Oct. 12, 2006 

Thomas Godfrey 
On Eternal Patrol 

 May 11, 2008 
William Carter Sr 
On Eternal Patrol 

Oct. 6, 2008 
James R. Fox 

On Eternal Patrol 
Nov. 19, 2008 

Randy Rutowski 
On Eternal Patrol 

June 2, 2010 
 

DAVID FARRAN:    District Three Commander 

Email: bream243@q.com 



 


